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NHS Kicks Off the Summer 
by John Anderson 

The new cabinet for the 2016-2017 
school year has been chosen by 
their fellow NHS members. In 
between Mr. Wales, NHS advisor, 
and Mr. Fillmore, assistant NHS 
advisor, are (from left to right) Lois 
Love Boakye (Secretary), Gabrielle 
Poindexter (Treasurer), Chyna 
Sanders (President), Jada Standors 
(Vice President) and John Anderson 
(Reporter). Each member was 
elected based on their ability to 
carry out their positions in the 
most effective manner. The 
previous cabinet gave each 
respective new cabinet member a 
challenge for their position—a 
challenge that they are all willing to 
live up to. 

 

During its 5th induction 
ceremony on May 22, 2016, 
the Southland chapter of the 
National Honors society is off 
to a good start with the 
induction of 14 new members. 
The induction process is 
extremely rigorous, producing 
the most selective scholars for 
NHS. New members can first 
go through induction 
sophomore year if they 
maintain a cumulative GPA of 
3.5 or above. They then go 
through a six month 
application process which 
consists of teacher 
recommendations, interviews, 
volunteer & leadership hours 
and a character essay. Those 
that successfully complete the 
process become official 
members of the National 
Honors Society—the leaders 
of the school.  

The new members to our 
chapter are Kaitlyn Barksdale, 
Brianna Carpenter, Alayna 
Hester, Talayah Lemon, Andre 
McClerklin, Eitana McClerklin, 
Deja Morris, Damola Ola-
Buraimo, Tamara Payne, Tiffany 
Payne, Jeremiah Price, Jamahra 
Richardson, Erica Satchell, 
Miquela Thorton and Dylan 
Westbrook-Chatman. 

These members have what it 
takes to lead and encompass 
the four pillars of the National 
Honors Society: character, 
scholarship, leadership and 
service. They will undoubtedly 
uphold the prestigious legacy of 
the Southland chapter of the 
National Honors Society. 
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Newly elected president, Chyna Sanders, is 
ready to lead the National Honors Society in 
the 2016-2017 school year. 

Sanders has demonstrated her leadership 
abilities and her organization skills in multiple 
instances. Having had helped run a carnival 
for her church and often the go-to for 
organizing classroom activities, She has 
garnered enough experience to be effective 
at her job as president. 

Sanders brings a slate of new ideas to the 
table, as she plans to use her vision to 
improve upon the great legacy of the 
Southland chapter of NHS.  

“I know that there was a hard decision to 
make, so thank you for trusting me to handle 
this position and be your next NHS 
president,” Sanders said. “As NHS president, 
I promise to respect the hard work all of you 
have and will put into the organization and 
help establish a NHS that changes the lives of 
everyone involved with it.” 

Sanders also spoke of a great future for NHS 
with positive and valuable changes. She sees 
NHS members as going beyond that of just 
the school.  

“The National Honors Society is creating 
leaders rapidly. Leaders that will change this 
world and institutions and people. So to the 
future leaders of this world, NHS is a 
stepping stone to an amazing future,” she 
said, “But the principle values of the National 
Honors Society—character, service, 
community, scholarship and leadership—are 

the key components to a great citizen and 
leader.” 

With this ideal in mind, Sanders closed with a 
powerful statement about the hard work 
that’s to come in the 2016-2017 school year. 

“There is a lot of work to be done, 
communities to be touched, and lives to be 
inspired. So let’s do this together, because 
this is a great group of young, talented, and 
intelligent students. Going forward with you 
all would be my absolute pleasure. So let’s 
make next year great.”  

 

President Chyna 
Sanders 
  

Goodbye Class of 2016 
 

 

Chyna Sanders giving her acceptance 
speech at the NHS induction. 

 

 

The National Honors Society 
graduates another group of 
decorated students. The Class 
of 2016 alumni has left a legacy 
that won’t be forgotten. 
However, they left knowing 
that the future of the National 
Honors Society was in good 
hands. 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
 

 
  

Kapri Echols and 
John Anderson along 
with InterAct vice 
president, Flor 
Molina Portillo at the 
Chicago Autism 
Speaks walk at 
Soldier Field. 

Toby Bassingthwaite 
volunteers as a Page 
at the Park Forest 
Public Library, 
performing a number 
of services such as 
cleaning and 
maintaining books 
shelves. 

Jeremiah Price 
volunteered at 
Improving Minds Inc. 
Together, they 
collected several 
schools supplies and 
donated over 400 full 
book bags to youth 
within his 
community. 

Damola Ola-Buraimo 
volunteers at his 
local library. He helps 
by maintaining book 
shelves. 
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From left to right, 
Brianna Carpenter, 
Stephanie Shaw, and 
Erica Satchell 
volunteered at 
Freshman Academy 
to assist Southland’s 
newest class. 

From left to right, 
Jada Standors, John 
Anderson, Brianna 
Carpenter, Noelle 
Robinson, and 
Gabriel Poindexter 
volunteered at the 
Chicago Glo-Run by 
assisting runners and 
cleaning up. 
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From left to right, 
Lois Omovie, Lois 
Boakye, and Talayah 
Lemon volunteered 
at Dunbar Park and 
Fields as field 
managers. They 
worked with 
referees and teams 
to make sure the 
game ran smoothly. 

Jamahra Richardson, 
along with her group 
from the Community 
Vacation Bible 
School (VBS), try to 
get out in their 
community to make 
positive change. 
They are also trying 
to help other 
countries by 
donating money to 
the Water 
Foundation to help 
developing countries. 



SOUTHLAND NHS | Summer 2016        6 

 

 

 

Ruth Williams and Chioma 
Iloegbunam volunteered at the 
Chicago Color Fun Fest. They 
helped to ensure that the 
event ran smoothly. 

From left to right, Mayaowa 
Alao, Brianna Carpenter, 
and Chyna Sanders 
volunteered at the local 
Rich Township Food Pantry 
by packaging food to be 
given out to those in need 
within their community. 


